Magherafelt Area Partnership’s
Community Safety Partnership (CSP)
was formed in 2003 following the
Review of The Criminal Justice System
in Northern Ireland (2000). This is the
first Community Safety Strategy to be
published by the partnership.

It has been produced following an audit of
community safety issues with partner agencies
and consultation with the community.

This strategy will focus the work of the
partnership for the next three years. By setting
ourselves demanding and challenging targets
we will strive towards our vision of making our
council area a healthy, inclusive, prosperous and
safe environment for all those who reside, work
and visit within the district.

OUR PURPOSE

The CSP was established to co-ordinate,
develop and review, across different agencies
and communities, practical and innovative
approaches to crime reduction and enhanced
safety as part of a multi-agency approach to
promote the benefit of the inhabitants of the
council area and the environment in which
they live.
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OUR PRIORITIES

This local strategy has reflected local
circumstances and issues whilst taking

account of the nine key issues identified in

the NI Community Safety Strategy.

Our priorities have been identified as follow:
HIGH PRIORITY:

« offences against Individuals, particularly
domestic violence and sexual assault;

« fear of crime amongst older people,
vulnerable adults and children,

+ drug, substance and alcohol abuse;
- anti-social behaviour and low-level

neighbourhood disorder.

MEDIUM PRIORITY:

+ offences motivated by prejudice and hatred;

+ domestic burglary;
« business and retail crime;

« youth offending and reducing criminality.

LOW PRIORITY:

+ car crime.

COMMUNITY SAFETY
AUDIT: MAIN FINDINGS

Magherafelt Council area is a relatively safe
place to live in comparison to other areas in NI.

The overall rate for crimes recorded by Magherafelt
DCU is lower than the NI average. However, the rates
for violence against the person and criminal damage
were above the average.

Household Survey:

+ although we have one of the lowest crime rates, over
80% of people over the age of 45 worry about crime
at night;

+ over 40% of residents have been affected by
anti-social behaviour.
Youth Survey:

« lack of facilities and activities was of major concern
for the youth;

+ nearly 40% have committed acts of vandalism,;

+ 40% of respondents aged 16 stated they drink.

Business Survey:

+ 40% of businesses have experience of being a victim
of crime;

+ cost of crime leads to higher costs for business.

WHAT WE PLAN TO DO

« Develop an Action Plan based on the strategy;
+ Develop and fund initiatives to tackle local problems;

« Liaise with local communities.

PROGRESS/
ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE

» completion of audit to collate information on
community safety issues locally;

« community consultation to ascertain
the views of local residents in relation to
community safety issues;

+ publication of a Community Safety Strategy.
The Community Safety Partnership has provided
funding and support to the following local projects:
+ school drama project;

« drive for life;

+ rural house numbering scheme;

+ Radio Link/CCTV;

+ small grants for community groups.

Other regional projects, supported by the
Partnership, include:

+ Lock Out Crime scheme;

+ Neighbourhood Watch.




